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Mid-Week Lent 3  
February 28, 2024  

“The Darkness of Disconnection”   
 
WELCOME  
 
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  
 P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C:  Amen. 
   
HYMN  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 423 

(stanzas 1-3) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 P:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins,     
 C:  O Lord, who could stand?  
 P:  But with You there is forgiveness;  
 C:  so that we may worship You and serve You.  
 

(silence for personal confession and self-reflection) 
 

 P:  Father of all grace and mercy,      
 C:  I ask that You pour out Your mercy over me. My sin is heavy, and I long to 

be free. I am empty and I’m anxious to be filled. Restore to me the joy of 
my salvation. Make me alive again in my relationship with Jesus through 
Your Holy Spirit. O Lord, have mercy on me.  

 P:  Dear friends, God’s word never fails. In Christ, you are made new. By the 
saving love of Jesus Christ, and by the wisdom and power of God the Father, 
your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

 C:  Amen.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY – PSALM 42 
(Sung) Why my soul are you downcast. Why so disturbed within me? 
My hope is in God, I will praise Him. My Savior and my God.  
 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me all day long,  
“Where is your God?” 
These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go to the house of God 
under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise  
among the festive throng. 
 

(Sung) Why my soul are you downcast. Why so disturbed within me? 
My hope is in God, I will praise Him. My Savior and my God.  
 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me?  
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 
My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you 
 

(Sung) Why my soul are you downcast. Why so disturbed within me? 
My hope is in God, I will praise Him. My Savior and my God.  
 
Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls;  
all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 
By day the LORD directs his love,  
at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. 
 
(Sung) Why my soul are you downcast. Why so disturbed within me? 
My hope is in God, I will praise Him. My Savior and my God.  
 
I say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten me? Why must I go about mourning, 
oppressed by the enemy?” 
My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long,  
“Where is your God?” 
 
(Sung) Why my soul are you downcast. Why so disturbed within me? 
My hope is in God, I will praise Him. My Savior and my God. 
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FIRST READING   1 John 1:1-4 
    
SONG  Nearer My God to Thee   
 
GOSPEL READING John 5:1-16   
 
HYMN  Drawn to the Cross, which Thou Has Blessed 560  

(stanzas 1-4) 
 
SERMON “The Darkness of Disconnection”  Pastor Davis 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
OFFERING 
 
POETRY READING This Friend of Mine  Dustin Kunkel 
 
PRAYERS/THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 P:  May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit, give to you a contrite 

heart.  
 C:  Lord have mercy.  
 P:  May Christ, who bore your sin in His body on the tree, heal you by His wounds.  
 C:  Amen. 
 P:  May the Holy Spirit, who leads you into all truth, speak to you words of pardon and 

peace.  
 C:  Amen. 
 P:  And may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  

 C:  Amen. 
 

HYMN  Abide with Me 878 

(stanzas 1-6) 
 

SILENT PRAYER   
Jesus, in our times of disconnection help us know that you are there and nothing can 
separate us from your love. Amen.  


